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Created by teachers, for teachers, Imagine Learning EL Education is a 
comprehensive research informed core language arts program that features: 

· Compelling real-world content with engaging, complex texts 
· Standards-based instruction to support the mastery of knowledge and skills
· Lessons and instruction designed to build habits of character
· A focus on producing high-quality student work 
· Structured phonics to support foundational skills development 
· Professional development to support implementation with integrity
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High-Quality Content-Based  
Literacy Instruction 
Created by teachers for teachers, the Imagine Learning EL Education 
curriculum is a content-based, research-informed, core language arts 
program for Grades K–8. It features: 

 ● Compelling, real-world content with engaging, complex texts
 ● Standards-based instruction to support the mastery of knowledge and skills
 ● Lessons and instruction designed to build habits of character
 ● A focus on producing high-quality student work 
 ● Structured phonics to support foundational skills development 
 ● Professional development to ensure implementation with integrity

A Platform that Supports Teachers
Our innovative platform empowers educators to spend more time teaching and less time planning. Teachers 
can more easily plan lessons with rich resources and instructional supports, while robust data and reporting 
allow them to differentiate instruction for students’ needs. 

Page 1
4



Curriculum Materials
for Grade 3–5

Student Workbooks 
Modules 1–4 

(1 book per module  
1–4 per student)

Teacher Guides &  
Supporting Materials 

Modules 1–4 
(1 book per module)

Teacher Guides 
Modules 1–4 

(1 book per module)

Teacher Supporting Materials 
Modules 1–4 

(1 book per module)

Student Workbooks 
Modules 1–4 

(1 book per module)

Imagine Learning EL Education features 4 modules of content-based literacy instruction per grade

Additional Language and Literacy Block Instruction
(60 minutes of additional daily instruction) 
The Additional Language and Literacy (ALL) Block instruction complements the module lessons to provide 
additional practice on content-based literacy instruction and accelerate all students’ achievement.

Module Lessons
(60 minutes of daily instruction) 
Explicitly teach and formally assess reading comprehension, 
writing, speaking and listening, and language. There is an optional 
Life Science module per grade, which provides an inquiry-based 
approach to rigorous and authentic science instruction.

EL Education Program Overview Page 10
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Guiding Principles of  
EL Education
EL Education’s curriculum centers around key guiding principles that support educators and students in their 
learning both inside and outside of the classroom.

Equity Matters
All children deserve an education that fosters their unique abilities, provides real opportunities to 
achieve high academic standards, and prepares them to take their place in society when they leave 
school. That’s why EL Education’s curriculum rests on a foundation of equity with the Dimensions of 
Student Achievement.

Backward Design 
EL Education centers around the guiding principle of backward design, meaning instructional planning 
keeps the end in mind and educators assess all along the way. 

MASTERY OF KNOWLEDGE & SKILLS 
Standards-aligned instruction and assessment
Focus on critical thinking, communication, and deeper learning

HIGH-QUALITY STUDENT WORK 
Demonstrates complexity, craftsmanship, and authenticity
Evident in performance tasks, conversations, and responses 
to prompts

CHARACTER 
Tools to become effective, ethical learners who work to make 
the world a better place
Integrated focus on developing charater within lesson context
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Substantive Content Matters
While students develop a deepening understanding of cross-curricular content – science, social studies, 
or literature – they simultaneously acquire all the key literacy standards of reading, writing, speaking, 
and listening, carefully embedded within the lessons.

Diverse and Inclusive Settings
The curriculum recognizes that students learn from one another and respect one another when they 
learn together in the same environment. In addition, teachers have various learning needs in the 
classroom, so the curriculum provides numerous supports and resources to differentiate instruction for 
all learners, from students with learning disabilities to those who need academic extensions. 

Promote Student Thinking, Collaboration, and Respect
Clear and simple protocols and conversation cues support rich, purposeful, and collaborative 
conversations that deepen learning and allow students to appreciate diverse perspectives.

Students Own Their Learning
Students using EL Education become active learners with an agency in their education. They set goals, 
assess their own learning, and use feedback from peers, themselves, and their teachers to make 
progress. 

Families and Guardians Are Partners
Students learn best when families can be part of the educational journey. The curriculum supports the 
home-to-school connection with various resources to encourage and extend learning at home. 

Curriculum as Powerful Professional Development
The EL Education curriculum provides ample resources and opportunities for teachers to build on their 
existing expertise and improve their ability to make strong instructional decisions during planning and 
while teaching. In addition, with Imagine Learning, educators have access to ongoing professional 
learning and customer support to implement EL Education with integrity.

Page 57imaginelearning.com/el-education



A Proven Instructional Model
Students engage in a consistent instructional routine centered around content-rich modules with compelling 
real-world examples. Students move from building background knowledge to extended reading and research and 
finally to extended writing. Each lesson and unit follow a cycle designed to give students time to process a text.

Imagine Learning EL Education is carefully structured to build literacy skills across K–8. Lessons provide a 
consistent focus on academic standards mastery for reading, writing, speaking, and listening. 

Literacy Instruction 
Every grade has four modules, each comprising eight to nine weeks of instruction. These modules offer one 
hour of content-based literacy instruction to dive deep into the module topics.

Each module includes three units to build profound content knowledge on a topic or text. 

Gathering evidence and 
speaking to others 

Considering perspectives 
and supporting opinions 

Researching to build 
knowledge and teach 
others

Becoming a close reader 
and writing to learn 

Module 1 Module 3Module 2 Module 4

Module Example from Grades 3–5

Building Background Knowledge  
2–2.5 weeks

Activates prior knowledge and builds 
background 

Unit 1

Extended Writing 
2–2.5 weeks

Extend and apply learning to writing 
assignments, group discussions, and 
presentations

Unit 3

Extended Reading and Research  
2–2.5 weeks

Read, research, and write about ideas to 
help them develop their understanding 
of the module topic

Unit 2

Module
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Labs

Grades K–2
In grades K–2, teachers have access to core literacy instruction through module lessons. In addition, there 
are areas for students to expand their learning through hands-on exploration and opportunities to build 
foundational reading skills. 

READING FOUNDATIONS SKILLS BLOCK 
This structured phonics program teaches and assesses all reading foundations standards and language 
standards associated with spelling and letter formation. Lessons and assessments offer one additional hour 
of foundational skills development. 

LABS 
Optional labs help reinforce literacy skills, content knowledge, and habits of character taught in the module 
lessons with hands-on exploration and inquiry-based lessons. 

Grades 3–5
In grades 3–5, teachers have access to core literacy instruction through module lessons, plus an additional 
hour of practice through ALL Block. 

ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE AND LITERACY (ALL) BLOCK
The ALL Block provides extra literacy and language practice for 
students, reinforcing the skills they learn in the module lessons. 
Teachers can use this time to differentiate instruction. 

The ALL Block module focuses on five components: 

 ● Accountable independent reading
 ● Additional work with complex texts
 ● Reading and speaking fluency
 ● Writing practice
 ● Word study/vocabulary

Grades 6–8
In grades 6–8, teachers have access to literacy instruction through module lessons, as well as additional 
English Learner instructional support.

EL Education Content Based Language Arts Curriculum

K–2 Curriculum 3–5 Curriculum 6–8 Curriculum

Reading 
Foundations 
Skills Block

ALL Block 
(Additional 

Language and 
Literacy)

Module 
Lessons Module Lessons Module Lessons

Page 7
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The Imagine Learning 
Difference
The highest quality English language arts curriculum, powered by a best-in-class digital delivery

Our unique platform allows teachers to connect with individual students, engage creatively, and customize the 
curriculum for greater impact. It’s a tool that amplifies teachers’ best instincts, better equipping them to do the 
same for their students. 

The platform provides:
 Organized, classroom-ready curriculum and content to support teaching and learning

 Customizable lessons and assessments for flexibility and personalization

 Robust data and reporting to differentiate instruction to student needs

 Seamless integration with your district’s LMS

 Hands-on platform training for teachers and leaders to implement with integrity

EL Education Program Overview Page 16
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comprehensive research informed core language arts program that features: · Compelling real-world content with engaging, complex texts 

· Standards-based instruction to support the mastery of knowledge and skills
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· A focus on producing high-quality student work · Structured phonics to support foundational skills development 

· Professional development to support implementation with integrity
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