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Where are you 
on your Science 

of Reading 
journey? 



Scientifically-based 
Research Brain Research Systematic 

Instruction

The Science of Reading is…

Explicit 
Instruction



Philosophy Pendulum Swing Set of Standards

One-size-fits-all A program of instruction Single component of 
instruction

The Science of Reading is NOT……..



Stages of Reading 
Development

The Emergent Pre-Reader 

What Are the Fives Stages of Reading Development: 
www.theedadvocate.org



Stages of Reading 
Development
The Novice Reader 

What Are the Fives Stages of Reading Development: 
www.theedadvocate.org



Stages of Reading 
Development

The Decoding Reader 

What Are the Fives Stages of Reading Development: 
www.theedadvocate.org



Stages of Reading 
Development

The Fluent Reader 

What Are the Fives Stages of Reading Development: 
www.theedadvocate.org



Stages of Reading 
Development

The Expert Reader 

What Are the Fives Stages of Reading Development: 
www.theedadvocate.org



What does the 
research tell us?



How Reading Works in the Brain

• Visual Cortex
• Auditory Cortex
• Angular Gyrus
• Frontal Lobe

EAB, Narrowing the Third-Grade Reading Gap: Embracing the Science of Reading 



The Simple View of Reading

Language Comprehension.
The ability to understand 

language structures. 

Reading Comprehension. 
The ability to make  meaning 

of connected text

Gough & Tunmer, 1986, Decoding, reading, and reading Disability. Remedial and Special Education, 7/ 6-10

D L RCx =
Word recognition.

The ability to
instantly recognize a word.



The Science Supports 
Instructional Practices for 

Word Recognition

• Phonemic Awareness

• Phonics

• Fluency



How to Teach

Systematic:
A feature of time

§ Connected series of lesson plans 
over time

§ Moves from explicit to implicit over 
time

§ Set of instructional routines from 
simple to complex

§ Cumulative review



Sequence of Phonological Awareness

Less complexity

More complexity



How to Teach

Systematic:
A feature of time

§ Connected series of lesson plans 
over time

§ Moves from explicit to implicit over 
time

§ Set of instructional routines from 
simple to complex

§ Cumulative review

Explicit
How instruction is delivered

§ New skills/concepts introduced in 
direct manner: “I do, we do, you 
do”

§ Teacher carefully controls use of 
language

§ Corrective feedback procedures



Phonological Awareness Phoneme Segmentation



Instructional Practices: Word Recognition





The Science Supports 
Instructional Practices for 
Language Comprehension

• Background Knowledge

• Vocabulary 

• Language Structures



LITERARY DEPTH

§ Read Alongs

§ Emergent Texts

§ Beginning Books

§ Transitional Texts

§ Leveled Text

§ AP Articles



STRENGTHENING COMPREHENSION through meaningful connections



LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT: Instruction includes grammar, syntax, and 
language strategies



The Science Supports 
Learners with Linguistic Differences

“Both English literacy and English oral 
language proficiency must be priorities 
if these students are to have adequate 
and equitable opportunities for success 

in school and beyond”

Goldenberg, 2020: 
https://bit.ly/Goldenberg2020RdgWarsRdgScienceEngLearners

https://bit.ly/Goldenberg2020RdgWarsRdgScienceEngLearners


DEVELOP the five components of reading



§ Spanish
§ Portuguese
§ Haitian Creole
§ Vietnamese
§ Mandarin
§ Japanese
§ Arabic
§ Somali
§ French
§ Korean
§ Cantonese
§ Hmong
§ Tagalog
§ Marshallese
§ Russian

PROVIDE SCAFFOLDS: develop language proficiency



Provide oral language and vocabulary development 

basic vocabulary

academic
language

content
specific
vocabulary

written



It’s best to understand SoR
rather then rely on a 
program. 

I don’t think there is a 
“perfect” Tier 1 program. 

If you understand SoR, you can 
see gaps in any program and 
accommodate or differentiate 
for your students. 

We need to buy curriculum 
soon. Everything is piecemeal 
and the reviews are bad. 
What quality curriculum do 
you recommend based on 
SoR? 



What is your district’s method 
for evaluating curriculum? 



EAB: Build Districtwide Expertise in the Science of Reading

Using the science to ground 
your plan, what are three 
tangible changes you will 
resolve to make to your current 
approach to literacy 
instruction?



How can we ensure that 
elementary teachers are well-
versed in the scientific research 
behind the process of learning to 
read? 

What is our strategy for providing 
teachers the continuous 
professional development they 
need to become experts in early 
literacy? 

EAB: Build Districtwide Expertise in the Science of Reading



https://www.imaginelearning.com
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